
Weddings by Rachel
CREATING YOUR PERFECT DAY

 

 

 

 

Wedding Speech Templates  

 
Sometimes, it is very difficult to know where to start when preparing a speech, 

especially if you have never done it before or if you are nervous speaking in front of 

people.   

 

Here are some guidelines for the groom, best man and father of the bride to point 

you in the right direction for a memorable speech. 

 

Groom 

Typically, the grooms speech is about the bride - his wife and about their future 

together and to thank the people involved in making their wedding a memorable 

occasion.  

 

Thanking the Father of the Bride  

• Thank the Bride's father for proposing the toast  

• For his kindness and friendship  

• For his daughter  

• For the wedding feast (if appropriate)  

 

Thanking the Guests 

• for attending  

• for their good wishes  

• Everyone for their wedding gifts  

 

Thanking the Bride, His Newly Wed Wife 

• Thank your new wife for marrying you!  

• Talk about how you met  

• Talk about why you love your wife  

• Talk about your future together  

 

Thank Individuals 

• Thank those who have helped organise and plan the event.  

• Thank the Bridesmaids who have helped your wife through the day. 

Comment on their charm & beauty - not too much, though, as you may 

make your new wife jealous!  

• Thank the groomsmen and the Best Man  

 

As well as the traditional thanks, the Groom may wish to add a few words about 

how he met his wife, activities they share, etc. Gentle teasing is in allowed. 

 

Template 

On behalf of my wife and I, we'd like to thank you all for coming here today and 

sharing our special day with us. There are times when it's good to be surrounded by 

people who are important to you, and for us this is one of those occasions. We hope 
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that you're enjoying it every bit as much as we are and we'd like to thank you for 

your kind wishes cards, presents and support. 

 

We must say we've been really impressed by the number of people that have rallied 

round to help us in preparation for today, if you're not mentioned by name and 

that's most of you, please be assured that Kate and I are very grateful.  

 

[Brides Parents Names], thank you not only for your hospitality this evening and your 

kindness, but for also giving me your very beautiful daughter. I promise I'll take good 

care of her and of course do everything she tells me to, even if it involves golf! I must 

confess I did actually try it a while ago, and during one lesson with the local pro I 

asked him whether he had seen any improvement since my last lesson. And he said 

“er… yup, that's a much better haircut”.  

 

So [Mother of the Brides name], we have a present here for you.  

 

I also want to say thank you to my parents who put up with me for all these years, 

you have both been there for me when I've needed you and given me a wonderful 

start in life and I'm very fortunate and proud to have you as my mum and dad. I've a 

present for you here Mum, as a thank you. 

 

I can imagine that [Best Mans Name], my best man is getting impatient to make his 

speech soon. Now many people don't know that [Best Mans Name] suffers from a 

rare medical condition which causes him to invent fanciful stories. He really does 

believe these stories to be true and I thank you for humouring him during his speech.  

 

I am absolutely delighted to be able stand here today with [Brides Name], I never 

knew what was missing in my life before I met her. [Brides Name]has been a  source 

of friendship, support and love. Of course I've no doubt that she is going to tell me 

afterwards that the only thing missing in my life at the moment is golf, although I am 

still waiting for her to explain the attraction to a game that consists of a lot of walking, 

broken up by disappointment and bad arithmetic. 

 

And finally, the bridesmaids, thanks for calming [Brides Name]’s nerves and helping 

in her preparation today. I'd also like thank you for getting her to the church in one 

piece and on time, you’ve done a brilliant job. We have a small gift for each of you 

as a token of our appreciation. 

 

Well, that's it from me for now, but, before I pass you over to my best man, Ladies 

and Gentlemen, please stand and lift your glasses and join me in a toast to 

bridesmaids...  

 

Father of the Bride 
Typically the father of the bride (and/or groom) has to foot the majority of the bill for 

the wedding, so it is only proper that he makes the first speech.  

 

The father of the bride/groom usually addresses the guests formerly, welcoming 

them to the wedding, thanks the people by way of acknowledgment for the 

contributions they have made towards the wedding.  
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The father of the bride or groom may also talk more casually about his feelings and 

relationship with his son or daughter and also welcome the bride or groom and in-

laws in to his family.  

 

Father of the Bride speech basics: 

• Welcome the guests to the wedding 

• Thank them for coming to help you celebrate the wedding of your daughter 

• Tell them about your son or daughter 

• Tell them about your new son or daughter in-law 

• Toast the Bride and Groom 

 

Template 

Ladies and Gentlemen, as father of the bride I have the pleasure of making the first 

speech.  

 

I have been given lots and lots of advice on what to or what not to say such as keep 

it short, no smutty jokes, try and remember... names... etc.  

 

However it is over 29 years since I was allowed to say anything without being 

disagreed with, laughed at or ignored so this is too good an opportunity to miss.  

At the end of the day it is my speech and I can say what I like.  

 

I would like to start by on behalf of the bride’s mother, myself and grooms parents 

giving a warm welcome to all the relatives and friends who have joined us to 

celebrate [Bride and Grooms Names] wedding. I know that many of you have 

travelled long distances to be here. Thank you all for coming to help celebrate this 

very special day. As I look around the room I realise how many friends [Bride and 

Grooms Names]  have and I hope that you all have a wonderful afternoon and 

evening. 

 

Today I must admit that I am the proudest dad in the world to have accompanied 

[Brides Name] today. I think that you will all agree that she looked stunning. This is 

where I am supposed to say a few embarrassing things about her when she was 

younger but as she worked with me for a time she probably knows more gossip 

about me than I know about her so I have called a truce. Suffice it to say that 

[Mother of the Brides Name] and I are both very proud of how she looks today and 

how she has grown up and are both delighted that she has found someone who she 

obviously loves and cares so much for. 

 

There are two things which we as parents try to give our children, one is roots and 

the other is wings. [Brides Name] you have now grown your wings and fled the nest 

but you will still be loved all always still have roots within our family.  

 

In [Grooms Name] I believe that [Brides Name] has met her perfect partner. 

Although we have not known [Grooms Name] long both [Mother of the Brides name] 

and I think he is everything one could hope for in a son in law. 

 

Mind you, I knew we would get on when he took me out to the pub to ask for her 

hand in marriage. I remember thinking ‘I hope he picks the hand which keeps 

dipping into my pocket’. We shall see.  
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Seriously he has many good qualities, not least of which is an ability to appreciate 

the finer things in life. Well, after all, he did marry our daughter didn’t he? 

Now we get to the tricky part of the speech. 

 

According to the internet’s idiots guide to wedding speeches this is where I am 

supposed to give advice on the subject of marriage. Many would probably say that 

I am probably not the best person to do this. Perhaps the only thing I know about 

marriage is that it is the time when you stop painting the town and start painting 

walls and ceilings.  

 

Anyway [Bride and Grooms Names] do not need my advice. The only thing I would 

say is that you must choose the right partner for the right reason and I think that they 

both have done this. 

 

I suppose that after 38 years of happy marriage I ought to be able to manage 

something a bit more constructive. [Grooms Name] just remember these 3 

words …all, just and only. You will hear them time and again. Such as all you need to 

do is, it’s only costs so much & it just takes 5 minutes. These are all gross 

understatements but as a great philosopher or comedian said, women are to be 

loved and not understood. Mind you, helping around the house is not a bad idea. I 

know from the crime statistics that there has never been a case of a wife shooting 

her husband while he was doing the washing up. 

 

After that I had better finish but before that I would like to offer one or two final 

thoughts. 

 

Marriage is the meeting of two minds, of two hearts and of two souls. It is clear that 

[Bride and Grooms Names] are a perfect example of this. 

 

May they be blessed with happiness that grows and with love that lasts and a 

peaceful life together. 

 

I wish them enjoyment for today, the fulfilment of all their hopes and dreams for 

tomorrow and love and happiness always. 

 

It is now my pleasure to propose a toast to the happy couple. Please be upstanding 

and raise your glasses to the bride and groom Mr & Mrs [Surname]. 

 

Best Man 
The best man's speech is the last of the three traditional Wedding speeches at a 

wedding. He usually begins by recounting how he first met the groom and their 

relationship, followed by some insights about the groom and bride. 

 

The best man is traditionally the official spokesman for the bridal party. In his speech, 

the best man will thank the bride and groom on behalf of the bridal party, the 

bridesmaids and groomsmen. 

 

• The 'best man' can talk about the groom's life, experiences, and qualities  

• Some tasteful jokes and anecdotes about the groom are usually welcome  

• Some details about the bride and groom, such as how they met  

• The best man proposes a toast to the newlyweds  
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• Traditionally, as a finale, there is a reading of telegrams and cards from 

people unable to attend  

 

Generally, if the best man jokes about the groom it should be in a positive manner. 

 

Template 

Well ‘Grooms Name’, I hope you made the most of your speech... now you're a 

married man that'll be the last time you get to speak for 3 minutes without being 

interrupted! 

 

Good afternoon Boys and Girls. For those of you that don't know me, my name's 

‘Best Mans Name’, and I've had the privilege of being ‘Grooms Name’s’ best man. I 

hope you've all enjoyed the day so for, and I think you'll all agree... at the ceremony 

today the bride looked absolutely stunning!  

 

The groom looked absolutely stunned. 

 

You can't deny it's been an emotional day though... evens the cake's in tiers! 

 

Firstly, on behalf of the bridesmaids, I'd like to thank ‘Grooms Name’ for his kind 

words - they were very much appreciated. They also said, ‘Grooms Name’, that you 

look very different sober! 

 

Now this is only going to be a short speech because of my throat... If I go on too long 

‘Brides Name’ threatened to cut it! 

 

You know, it's been said that being asked to be best man is like being asked to 

make love to Camilla Parker Bowles... It's a great honour but you don't really want to 

do it! 

 

But here I am, and I think you'll agree that my first job, of getting this man to the 

church, on time and sober, was a complete success! Now it's time for my second job, 

the speech, and this is the bit I've REALLY been looking forward to!! 

 

Well, what can I tell you about the groom? I've known him for about 10 years, he's  

Handsome, Intelligent,  Witty,  Charismatic... 

 

Sorry, wrong wedding. 

 

‘Grooms Name’ was born on June 26th 1976. Now I don't know whether this is a 

coincidence or not, but 2 weeks after he was born Family Planning was made 

available free on the NHS!! 

 

Looking at him now you may not believe this, but ‘Grooms Name’ was not a pretty 

baby... In fact, he was the only baby in [Place of birth] to have shutters on his pram!  

 

You know, [Mother of the Grooms Name] didn't get morning sickness until AFTER he 

was born! 

 

He was also a slow starter. At Playschool ‘Grooms Name’ was different from all the 

other 5 year olds... He was 11! 
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By the time he was 14, his parents were getting very concerned about his 

performance at school - He wasn't just falling behind, he was getting lapped! 

 

Friends used to ask [Mother of the Grooms Name] and [Father of the Grooms Name] 

what they thought ‘Grooms Name’ would be when he left school. The usual reply 

was “Oh, about 35 "! 

 

But ‘Grooms Name’ did eventually leave school, to the great sadness of his teachers, 

and fulfilled his lifetime ambition of Joining the Navy - A job which not only gives him 

the chance to see lots of different countries, but also to get blind drunk in them! 

 

Yes, if you didn't know it already - ‘Grooms Name’ likes the odd shandy or 2! 

 

In fact, and most of you probably don't know this, but ‘Grooms Name’ is actually a 

talented amateur magician! He can be walking down a street and just turn into a 

pub! 

 

He has made an honest attempt to cut back on his drinking to get into shape for 

today though, and personally I think he's succeeded! Well round is a shape isn't it?! 

 

However, it was one night when ‘Grooms Name’ was out drinking with his friends 

that he met the love of his life... ‘Brides Name’. 

 

You know, ‘Brides Name’ tells me the first time she set eyes on ‘Grooms Name’, she 

thought he was handsome from afar... Now she just thinks he's far from handsome! 

 

But nevertheless, she fell for his boyish charms, and actually discovered that they 

share the same sense of humour! 

 

‘Brides Name’, you have to share it, ‘Grooms Name’ hasn't got one of his own! 

 

In all seriousness though ‘Grooms Name’, you've been a brilliant friend to me over 

the years. It's been an honour to be your best man today, and with all my heart I 

hope you two have a long and happy marriage! 

 

You're a lucky man. ‘Brides Name’s’ a beautiful girl with a heart of gold, and she 

deserves a good husband... Thank God you married her before she found one! 

 

Now I'm not married myself, but I'm sure the right girl for me is just round the corner... 

Unless the police have moved her on since last night! 

 

But even so, just before I make the Toast, I do have a few words of wisdom for the 

happy couple:- 

 

‘BRIDES NAME’ - Treat ‘Grooms Name’ like a dog! 3 meals a day, plenty of affection... 

and make sure you send him into the garden for a wee before bedtime! (NB. This 

was mentioned due to the fact he wet himself on his stag night! )  

 

‘GROOMS NAME’ - Never get complacent. Look out for those tell-tale signs that 

there may be something wrong in your relationship... You know, like the milkman 
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wearing your socks! 

 

Also remember those 3 little words that are the key to a long and happy marriage... 

'You're right love'! 

 

Now, as a man that will drink to absolutely anything, it gives me immense pleasure to 

invite you all to be upstanding, raise you glasses and join me in a toast to ‘Brides 

Name’ and ‘Grooms Name’, because I think they were made for each other. 

 

[ Toast ] 

 

May your love be modern enough to survive the times, but old fashioned enough to 

last forever. 

 

I'm sure you're going to be happy together, and I speak for everybody here when I 

say I wish you both the very best for your future life together. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, the new Mr and Mrs A*****, ‘Grooms Name’ and ‘Brides 

Name’! 

 


